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DOE ye s jr no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

1. Reter-Heuee (»r*as-gabled)t or Pennington-Bay Sense 
4*mmUr**m •»««• (Hanaard-roofed) — 

and/or co JjLon Vhecler-Seter Store Ballding 

2. Location 
street & number 4W9, 4825 B«tle» Baad; 13*15 Railroad Arena* not for publication 

city, town Glynden vicinity of (fcuneilmanie Distriet 5 
congressionalDistrict « 

state Maryland county Baltimore County 

3. Classification 
Category 

district 
X__ b u i l d i n g ^ 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownership 
public 

T private 
both 

Public Acquisition 
in process 
being considered 

X. not applicable 

Sgrtus 
occupied 
unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
% yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

X commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property ( g i v e names and m a i l i n g a d d r e s s e s of a l l owners) 

name Mr. Janes E. later, Mr. Calrin X. Hater, at al. 

street & number * Butler Soad t e l e p h o n e n o . : 

city, town Glyadon s t a t e and z i p code MD 2 1 0 7 1 

5. Locat ion of Legal Descr ipt ion 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. County Courts Building liber 62*0 

*32^ 
street & number *01 Bosley Avenue f o l i o 

city, town state MB 2 1 2 0 * 

8, Representat ion in Exist ing Historical survey 
mie Historic Glyadon Surrey for Hatienal Register Mstriet 

date 1973 _3L federal 3C state county local 

depository for survey records 

Maryland Historical 2rust, 21 State Oirele 
city, town Annapolis state MD 2 1 * 0 1 



7. Description survey NO. B A - 7 5 5 

Check one 
original site 
moved date o f move 

Condition 
excellent 

% good 
fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

* altered 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The parcel under discussion contains three distinct structures: 

1. Townsend-Rcter House (Hansard roofed house or Gore Boarding 
House CBA 7?5), a frame, thro* story Victorian era, Mansard 
roofed dwelling with wrap-around porch. 

2. Pennington House, or fieter House, cross-gabled house. A 2-% 
story house of the Victorian . .era built of frame with aluminum 
siding; small one-bay entrance porch has replaced the original 
full-width porch. There is a round-topped window in the 
gable peak. (BA- )• 

3. Whcoler-Botcr Store Building. (BA- ). This is a brick 
store structure on of one story; its gable roofing is obscured 
in front by a decorative parapet. The south end probably dates 
from about 1910; tax lists report an expansion in 1915* 



8. Significance survey NO. B A - 7 5 5 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric X community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 X architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art * engineering music humanitarian 

_ * _ 1800-1899 x commerce exploration/settlement" philosophy theater 
* 1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 

• invention other (specify) 

Specific dates 1 8 ? 2 t h r t t 1 9 1 0 Builder/Architect * • * * * * Q « n » « " * > • * • » 

check: Appl icable C r i t e r i a : A B C D 
and/or 

Appl icable Except ion: A B C D E F G 

Level of S ign i f i cance : n a t i o n a l s t a t e l o c a l 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of s ign i f i cance and a genera l s ta tement of h i s t o r y and 
suppor t . 

This property contain* three distinct buildings: 

1. Townsend-Eeter Bouse (Mansard-Hoofed). The spaeious boarding 
house was built after 1872 by Glyndon's merchant, postmaster, 
and railroad agent Samuel P. Townsend, supposedly for a elient, 
Mrs. Laura Gore, who entered to summer boarders when Glyadon 
was a resort along the Western Maryland fiailroad. * Mr. 
Townsend declined the honor of having the rapidly developing 
town named after himself. Be boarded at the Gore establishment 
until his own spacious home was completed, or at least it is 
recorded in Glyndon's centennial history. 

Deeds show that Townsend had acquired a large acreage in 1872 
from Dr. Charles A. Leas, one of the other pioneers or Glyndon's 
development as a prcstigous subdivision. 2 

The 1877 atlas shows three houses in a row on the south 
side of Dover fioad, now Butler Boad, apparently the mansard-
roofed house and the cross-gabled house to the east of it. 
In 1891, Townsend and his wife sold the mansarded house to 
Laura E. Gore, and she held it for 12 years. ̂  

The large house is elearly indicated as L. V. Gore's in the 
1898 edition of Bromley's Baltimore County atlas, Plate JO. 
The property also eontained a 'hall,' onee called Townsend Ball, 
along with what was probably a general store. The rfSrading 
of the Western Maryland Hailroad in 1907 caused a shift in the 
alignment of the tracks and caused a move of some buildings, 
apparently causing the demolition of the first store. The train 
stop area looks somewhat different in the 1915 edition of 
Bromley's atlas, Plate 42. 

In 1905, Mrs. Gore, a widow, sold the property to George 
0. Schriver and Charles C. Schuster. 4 Those partners sold 
in 1905 to William 1. Kingsley, who held for four yaars. 5 
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Edward ' . Wheeler bought the p lace in 1909 and was s t i l l owner in 
1918, when the fol lowing s t r u c t u r e s were assessed : 

1-3/3 Ac 100 f t from W.H.R.R. S ta , Glyndon S i ,375 

House iiO x 33 20 x Uo • 1,1*00 

Store Bldg ' 20 x h5 30 x 70 5,0l40 

Warehouse 30 x liO 575 

S tab le 13 x 22 2U0 

Other Bldgs 30 ^ 

Successive owners were: 

David Wilder k Samuel Shoehet (1925) 
Glyndon Dept. S to r e , I n c . (1926) 
Glyndon S t o r e s , I n c . (1930) 
William H. and Susie R. Reter ( 1 ^ 5 ) 
Calvin K. and James Heter e t a l . (19 ) 

Wheeler-Reter S tore (BA- ) This b r i ck s t o r e on Rai l road Avenue was 
probably b u i l t in 1907-19^0 a f t e r Townsend's e a r l i e r s t o r e was demolished 
by the real ignment of the Western Maryland Rai l road about 1907• The 
s t o r e was assessed a t 31,800 in the 1911 t a x l e d g e r , and a c o r r e c t i o n 
made in t h a t account book showed: 

Mew Addition t o Store Bldg £600. 
1915 ' 

By 1918, the s t o r e was worth $5,0i|0 and measured 20 x h5 i n one pa r t 
and 30 x 70 fee t i n another p a r t , sugges t ing major expansion a f t e r 
the §600 worth of add i t i ons made i n or before 1915. « 

A photo dated a t c a . 1910 was published in the Sun dur ing Glyndon's 
c en t enn i a l c e l e b r a t i o n . 9 Shown i n the view were Ed Wheeler, Pat 
Tawney, G i l b e r t Til lman, Lester Wheeler, and Morris Stump. Signs 
adver t i sed Yellowstone -ark brand f i v e - c e n t c i g a r s . 

The s t o r e ownership has followed the same descen t as the mansard-roofed 
house. William K. a:xl Susie R. Reter bought both p r o p e r t i e s in 19U5. 1 0 

William H. Reter was a na t ive of Sparks and had e a r l i e r operztp.d a 
grocery s t o r e a t Owings . ' ' i l l s . In 1966, he r e t i r e d in favor of h i s 
sons and l ived u n t i l 1978, -,-, 

In 19u7, the ' Re te rs acquired the house to the e a s t , the former 
Pennington-Bay house on Lot 10. 

12 

'.Die store closed in 19880 



Reter Houses, e t c . 

3 . Pennington-Bay House/ Reter House ( c r o s s - g a b l e d ) (BA- ) . The smal l 
c a r p e n t e r Gothic , c ross -gab led house s tands on Lot 10 i n the e a r l y p l a t 
of Glyndon. The l a r g e r p a r c e l was acquired by Samuel P . Townsend i n 
1872. \-i A hojise seems t o occupy t h i s space in the Four th D i s t r i c t 
map in the 1877 Hopkins at l"as , a l though the s c a l e of t h a t map i s too 
small t o permit measurements. In 1983, Townsend sold t o I s a b e l l a A. 
Pennington for $500, sub jec t t o a &30/annum ground r e n t . jt. The 
su rv iv ing house may indeed be covered by the 3500 c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n t h a t 
s a l e . The Pennington family was a c t i v e i n the lumber bus iness in 
town and Robert H. Pennington was an a t l a s a d v e r t i s e r i n 1877. 

The I898 Bromley a t l a s showed t h a t I s a b e l l a A. Reed f a c t u a l l y the former 
I s a b e l l a Pennington_7 was owner of the s t r u c t u r e . She sold i n 1909 
t o A. ifelvin and Emily Bay. 

The house was assessed a t $2,000 in the 1911 t a x l e d g e r . ]_D 

In 1918, i t was assessed a t 31,726 and measured 36 x 31 and 20 x 16. 
There was a l so a b a r n , 20 x 50, worth $200. - -

A. I'felvin Bay died i n 19h0 and F . Emily Bay i n 19^2. Their executor 
sold t o Henry C. P o r t e r i n 19U2. p The P o r t e r s sold i n 19hl t o 
t h e i r next-door ne ighbors , Wil l iam H. and Susie R. R e t e r . . . 

At some p o i n t , t h i s house l o s t i t s f u l l - w i d t h f ron t porch . 

The t h r e e s t r u c t u r e s a re ac ross Bu t l e r Road from a shopping cen te r t h a t was 
designed t o f i t i n t o the V i c t o r i a n theme of t h e o v e r - a l l Nat ional Reg i s t e r 
H i s to r i c D i s t r i c t of which they a re a p a r t . 

NOTES: 

1 . Myrtle S. Eckhardt , The Story of Glyndon 1871-1971 (Glyndon, 1971) , pp . U-6. 

2 . Baltimore County Deeds, EHA 78:310. 

3 . B.C. Deeds, JWS 188:580. 

h. B.C. Deeds, NBM 265:576. 

5 . B.C. Deeds, WPC 290:37. 

6 . B.C. Tax Ledgers , D i s t r i c t h k 5 , 1918, f. 536. 

7 . B.C. Tax Ledgers, D i s t r i c t s h It 5 , 1911, f. U65. 

8. B.C. Tax Ledgers, D i s t r i c t s li It 5 , 1913, f. 556. 

9 . Ear l Arne t t , "100th Bi r thday , Glyndon Maintains Aura of the Turn of t h e 
Century," Sun, September 8, 1971, p . B - l . 
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105. B.C. Deeds, RJS 1399:310. 

1 1 . "W.H. R e t e r , 79, of Glyndon," o b i t . , Evening Sun, June 5 , 1978. 

12 . B.C. Deeds, JWB 1583:173. * 

1 3 . B.C. Deeds, EHA 78:310. 

Hi . B.C. Deeds, WMI 139:233. 

15 . 3 .C. Deeds, WPC 352:21*1. 

16 . B.C. Tax Ledgers, D i s t r i c t s h & 5 , 1911, f« 1 9 . 

17 . B.C. Tax Ledgers , D i s t r i c t s h St 5 , 1918, f. 20 . 

18 . B.C. Deeds, CHK 1265:111, 

19 . B.C. Deeds, JWB 1583:1*73. 



9 . Ma jo r B ib l iographica l R e f e r e n c e s Survey No. B i - 7 5 5 

Myrtle 8. Eakhaydt, fka. 8to*y ©X Qlyadoa 1871-1971 (Qlyadoa, 1971), 
pp. 4-6. 

1 0 . G e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 
Acreage of nominated property 2 . 1 3 

Quadrangle name. E»lfttjTftowa 
UTM References do NOT c o m p l e t e UTM r e f e r e n c e s 

A i i l l i | | | 

Quadrangle scale 1:24,000 
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Verbal boundary descr ip t ion and jus t i f i ca t ion 
Sea Sax Hap 48, Paveel 599* Xwegalay paveel feeaaded oa aorta 
by Bat lex Baad, oa vast by fiailroad Areame. 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te 

state S / A code county 

state I/A code 

1 1 . Form Prepared By 

name/title * • » * H » Q r « i a 

organization O f f i O O a f F l a n a i n g 

street & number * * B o a l o y A T O M * 

county 

or county boundar ies 

code 

code 

date Jaaaary 3 , 1989 

telephone 887-3495 

city or town TOWOOa MO 21204 





zfi-isr 
"The store of Mr. Townsend, at Emory Grove, Western Maryland 

railroad, was broken into on Tuesday night of lasfc week and robbed 

of a small amount of money. A colored man is the suspected thief." 

—B.C. Union, October 19, 1878 



B4r^55v^Powaarend-iBdter"Hb\ise, Maasard-Hoofed Bouse 

Rat#r Housa (croas-gabled), Pannington-Bay House 





BA-755 
Reter Houses (Pennington-Bay House), Townsend-Reter House and Wheeler-Reter Store Building 
4819, 4825 Butler Road (MD 128) & 13-15 Railroad Avenue 
Glyndon 
Reisterstown Quadrangle 
Baltimore County 


